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This presentation focuses on the Youth W
orkforce 

Initiatives in Canada and a com
parative analysis w

ith:
•

Australia
•

U
nited Kingdom

•
U

nited States (U
.S.)

Are there evidence-based best practices that Canada 
can learn from

?  Are there gaps that can be closed w
ith 

these  practices?    Let’s  exam
ine…
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Canada has:
•

Youth Apprenticeship Program
s -Apprenticeship 

program
s are usually offered through a college or 

vocational school and help prepare youth for a career 
in the trades. The program

s are structured to provide 
both classroom

 learning and on-the-job experience.
•

Discussion
–
Law

s  and  Policies  on  Canada’s  Youth  
W

orkforce Program
s
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Best-Practice: N
orth Am

erica has the U.S. Departm
ent 

of Labor entrepreneur tracks supported by policy:
•

Project GATE (Grow
ing Am

erica Through 
Entrepreneurship) —

Joint initiative betw
een DO

L's 
Em

ploym
ent and Training Adm

inistration (ETA) and 
SBA that helps youth entrepreneurs in rural and 
urban areas achieve their aspirations to ow

n a 
business.

•
Discussion

–
Does Canada have a sim

ilar m
odel?
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Best-Practice:N
orth Am

erica has the U.S. Departm
ent 

of Labor entrepreneur tracks supported by policy:
•

Self-Em
ploym

ent Technical Assistance, Resources, &
 

Training (START-U
P/U

SA) —
started in 2007 to 

identify policies and practices then in place that 
either m

ade it difficult for individuals w
ith disabilities 

to becom
e self-em

ployed or supported them
 in 

becom
ing self-em

ployed
http://w

w
w

.ncw
d-youth.info/w

orkforce-developm
ent

•
Discussion

–
Does Canada have a sim

ilar m
odel?
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Best-Practice:    Australia’s  Youth  W
orkforce  M

odel:
�

Youth Em
ploym

ent Pathw
ays supports com

m
unity organizations in 

assisting young people aged 15 –
18 reengage them

selves again, 
m

otivate them
selves and re-enter school, start vocational training or 

adjust into a job.
�

Bizifyd
&

 BO
$$ cam

p, is targeted at young people (14-18), w
ho are 

interested in business, self-em
ploym

ent and entrepreneurship
by 

connecting w
ith sm

all businesses.
�

School Based Apprenticeship connect youth (14-18) w
ith corporate 

partners and introducing effective w
ays for young people to 

experience the w
orking w

orld.

Discussion
–

Does Canada have a sim
ilar m

odel?
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Best-Practice:  U
nited Kingdom

’s  Youth W
orkforce M

odel 
is founded on The Children Act 2000 and Center for 
Analysis of Youth Transitions (CAYT):
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�
Best-Practice: U

.S.A.’s  Youth W
orkforce M

odel:
�

W
orkforce Investm

ent Act Youth Program
s -approach from

 a 
legislative basis for nation-w

ide program
m

ing –
sim

ilar to U
K

�
Apprenticeship Program

s that support com
m

unity-based 
organizations, such as Youth-Build (rebuilding hom

es for at-risk 
populations) and sim

ilar program
m

ing; supports vocational 
training from

 15 –
18 year olds, but ages can go up to 21.

�
M

yriad of N
ational Program

s linked w
ith High Schools, is 

targeted at young people (14-18), w
ho are interested in the 

trades, business, self-em
ploym

ent and entrepreneurship.
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•
M

odeling best-practices from
 U

K, U.S.A., and 
Australia in Canada:
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•
Legislative –

Youth  
Em

ploym
ent Policies

•
Research Centers

•
Apprenticeships

•
Corporate &

 Com
m

unity 
Engagem

entU
K and

U.S.A. Practices

•
Prom

otion of 
Entrepreneurship

•
Sm

all Business Links
•

Engagem
ent of High School 

w
/Em

ploym
ent

Australia, U
K, &

 
U.S.A.

•
Adoption of Best Practices

•
Legislative Actions

•
Establish Research Centers

•
Stakeholder Engagem

ent

Canada



Q
uestions &

 Discussion


